
Address to Liverpool City Council meeting 18-4-11 

 

Good evening Madam Mayor, Councillors, staff and fellow ratepayers. Thank you for the opportunity to 

speak on items CORS03 & SPDR 03 

CORS -3: I am tonight speaking against the change to the number of people ‘allowed’ to speak to councillors 

at council meetings. I am concerned that a limit of 2 people speaking for and two against any particular 

agenda item is undemocratic and unfair. 

I support the limit of 5 minutes per person per item, and it is fair and reasonable that a 4minute warning be 

given and that speakers are required to voice their concerns within a reasonable period of time, however until 

our councillors deem it necessary to engage more with the community in a public forum restricting speakers is 

prejudicial and unfair. If more councillors attended all community functions or committee meetings they may 

hear more of the community view but as it stands the only place a resident is able to address councillors in a 

public forum is here in council. Limiting the speakers to 4 simply restricts free flow of information from which 

these councillors are expected to draw conclusions and make decisions. The procedure document also doesn’t 

mention how the 4 speakers would be selected and who would do the selecting. 

Considering past events it would thereby also be prudent to restrict speakers to only those who actually 

register and comply with the requirements, as in the past some councillors have forcefully imposed additional 

speakers on items of their choosing without such requirements and applications having been met. 

Item SPDR 03; in this instance I am only opposing the sale of the Cnr Lot 338 Cartwright Avenue, Cartwright. I 

have in the past spoken in favour of land that lay lifeless and unused being put to sale, however in this 

instance this little pocket park has personal significance for a number of people in the community and is used 

quite often by various people who picnic there. I have seen them on warm summer days seeking refuge under 

the trees, picnicking while watching children play ball games in the larger park across the road. The larger park 

offers very little shade and what is there would interfere in the ball games the children are playing. This park is 

of particular significance and importance to the 2168 resident action group and at their recent Health forum 

on the 19th March the group garnered over 80 resident signatures on a petition. The other two properties are 

known to me however I couldn’t speak as to their use, other than I too have seen residents using them as 

vehicular access to properties on Kemira & Bellbird. It is also mentioned that only 3 people attended the 

information session however I and several others would have attended if we were advised or aware of the 

sessions. I’ve heard similar complaints from a number of residents who felt they would have attended had 

they been aware. 

To say that this small pocket park has been observed as not used is irrelevant as the council staff “see it report 

it” program is an abject failure.  I can cite a number of examples, however the clearest is that where several 

council staff stop and have morning tea break, cut grass and deliver bulk loads of woodchip etc in Eureka 

Crescent (Joshua Moore Park) has on numerous occasions been the dumping spot of household waste 

including televisions and mattresses however on no occasions have these been reported, I know this because   

I’ve asked when reporting them myself. I acknowledge that council workers are focused  on their tasks at 

hand and simply do not see the waste, so unless the council officers are attending this pocket park on a 

weekend they would not see nor notice the use of the residents and their families. This small pocket park, 

unlike many being considered for sale, is not neglected, it is not unused and it is of importance to these 

residents, I therefore ask that the councillors withdraw this piece of land for rezoning and vote against its sale. 

Thankyou.  


