
 

 
LIVERPOOL COUNCIL ELECTION - MEDIA RELEASE 

Greens call for CSG moratorium 

 

The Liverpool Greens are planning to present a proposal to Liverpool Council for a moratorium on 

further coal seam gas exploration and development in the area. 

“The bulk of the Sydney region is the subject of permission for subterranean exploration for coal 

seam gas, and that includes the entire Liverpool LGA,” Greens representative Signe Westerberg said. 

“People need to know that this is a very real and present problem – it can and will affect people in 

our area. 

“I think most residents would be surprised to know that there are already a number of exploratory 

wells in our LGA. In fact within a 20 kilometre radius of our Council area there are more than 30 

exploratory wells and nearly as many production wells, and with the O’Farrell Government now 

looking to make money from test drilling many more are likely to open up.” 

The Greens are citing controversial experiences in Australia and overseas as reason enough to be 

cautious. 

“Communities in Queensland and in other places such as the US have experienced dangerous 

‘fugitive’ gas emissions, and some have had their fresh water contaminated and rendered toxic. 

There are even studies that show that the process for extracting the gas is very probably a cause of 

earthquakes,” Ms Westerberg said. 

“What is happening with this CSG mining is because of the fracking process, even wells drilled 

kilometres away can have an effect right under our homes. There are just too many unanswered 

questions, and it is simply not worth the risk. 

“CSG contamination can critically damage our local food bowl areas. At a time where we’re looking 

at local producers to help with our food needs, urban sprawl and gas exploration are just more nails 

in the coffin. 

“We’re calling on Liverpool Council to follow the lead of a growing number of Councils including 

Lismore, Wingecarribee and Leichhardt in formally petitioning the NSW Government to put a halt to 

exploration in residential areas. 

“We have prepared a comprehensive motion and supporting materials to make it as easy as possible 

for Council to put it forward.” 

Ms Westerberg said that CSG was at best only a stop-gap mechanism to modestly reduce carbon 

emissions but would continue our dependence on greenhouse-gas producing fossil fuels. 

“Mining companies and the Government are only seeing the dollar signs, but as usual the 

environment and the citizens are the ones who suffer to consequences.” 

The FL Greens website is http://flg.nsw.greens.org.au   Contact Signe Westerberg -8777 5599 


