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Proposed Moorebank Intermodal Terminal Project - Concept Moorebank NSW (EPBC 2011/6086). 
 

To: Epbc.referrals@environment.gov.au 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

I write to voice my concerns regarding the proposed Intermodal terminal at Moorebank NSW. 

 

I was one of only 5 people from Liverpool who attended the original Launch in Campbelltown in 2010 and 

everything since then has indicated that the size, the impact and the outcomes will all be contrary to the best 

interests of my city Liverpool and will not bring with it the touted 1700jobs as told to me by Michael Deegan. 

 

The Options:  I would like to suggest that I could support the idea put forward by the Greens of distribution 

centres from Port Kembla to Newcastle on the periphery of the city and taking advantage of lines such as the 

Maldon Dumbarton line, this present government seems intent on landing this monstrosity in the residential 

suburbs of Liverpool, instead of creating a network of sites so that the dissemination of products could be both 

environmentally friendly but also take advantage of a truck network that would not be relied upon to traverse 

the entire city. 

 

The Partnerships: What if of huge concern is that this mega terminal is only part of the enormous proposal that 

includes the Stockland’s site and should not be considered as a standalone project albeit that Stockland’s is 

Private enterprise it would appear the tax payer will become liable for the installation of a rail link that 

Stockland’s uses without adequate contribution. Therefore it should be considered as part of the whole. 

 

The River: There are a number of issues that completely outweigh even the partnership benefits of this 

commercial enterprise. One of which is the enormous impact this proposal will have on the Georges River. Over 

the last 3 years an enormous amount of time and money has been invested by local, state and federal 

governments to improve the river, the water quality, the health of the marine life and to enhance the amenity 

of the surrounds bringing a return reasonable health to the river and the surrounding environment. The idea 

that placing this monstrosity alongside it, the overwhelming risk of pollution and the visual degradation of the 

area are not small impacts and I believe have not been taken into any serious consideration. The proposed 

buffer zone is completely inadequate; the risk of spill and contamination is much too great to risk so close to 

one of our most valued rivers. Add to this considerable effort and money has been spent and proposed to be 

spent to allow a lifestyle parklands development along the river through to Campbelltown. The goal is for the 

people of the area to benefit and enjoy the river, this will severely degrade the area by the mega-modal on the 

opposite side of the river, bringing with it, noise, light spill and potentially enormous pollution, both physical 

and airborne. 
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The Health Implications: One has to include the overwhelming evidence of the poor health outcomes, the 

pollution from both the enormous number of trucks brought into this small low lying area and the fact it is much 

lower (as expected along a river) the risk of poor air quality is a given, and already exists, in some ways to 

compound this by bringing in so many diesel trains and trucks is a price to high to pay. Add to this the fact that 

Liverpool is the only length of rail that doesn’t protect the community from the noise and particulate problems 

along the whole south western Sydney freight train line. Our residents have not benefitted from noise 

abatement although we have been lobbying now for a number of years, to no avail, the residents who live 

virtually under the M 5 Bridge are given no respite from the noise etc now, and this will be exacerbated by the 

increase of trains on the 24/7 rail line and vehicular movements on these over worked roads. 

 

The Defence force: seems to be less inclined to leave the vicinity, they have both a long established defence 

history in the area and a location steeped in history. The Relocation of the defence force seems to be an overly 

expensive option, as reported in the media, as opposed to finding a suitable place for the Intermodal, or as 

previously mentioned several smaller locations on the periphery of the cities. 

 

The Indigenous History. There are sites within this precinct that should be protected!  The Aboriginal heritage 

sites, examined and protected, I believe there are some significant areas that have been untouched for 

centuries and hold within them a treasure trove of artefacts and history we can but begin to imagine. There is 

severe risk that the diesel particulate matter could damage some of these sights irreparably let alone the impact 

of placing such a significant concrete jungle will add. 

 

The roads: the Attraction to Moorebank is no doubt the location in relation to the M5, the M7 and the Hume 

Highway and while these are major arterial roads they are already at 100% during the peak periods. At no time 

during peak periods are these roads actually able to reach the suggested speed limits due to them being so 

heavily used. Adding another lane here and there will not accommodate the proposed distribution network that 

will be required to move products in and out of the intermodal complex. Feeder roads such as Heathcote Road, 

Newbridge, Governor Macquarie Drive, Moorebank Avenue etc are not designed for the amount of traffic this 

proposal will bring. The Cost impact on our Local Council will be far more than we can reasonably be expected 

to wear as residential roads will be accessed in order to short cut the busier arterial network.  

 

Amenity: as many other submissions will no doubt mention, the impact of a 24hours a day, 7 days a week and all 

year operation of this type of facility there will be issues with noise, light and interruption to the day to day lives 

of the residents who just happen to live within 500 metres of the site. This proposal is by far in excess of 

anything anticipated for this site and is unreasonable. 

 

Flora & Fauna: the Military area that this intermodal will overtake has an abundance of natural land sites within 

it, there are species of fauna located in the area that would have considerable difficulty relocating, i.e. the local 

koala populations, who simply cannot just get up and move. An extensive environmental impact study needs to 

be done, and by independent assessors to ensure the evaluation of the entire site is considered from varying 

perspectives, not just the commercial viability of the precinct.  Taking into account the actual site and 

considering there will be flow on problems to local fauna that will impact severely. Flora species in this area 

need to be evaluated extensively and confirmation that Cumberland woodlands type foliage will not be added 

to an already decreasing land holdings. 
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The disrespect: It would be remiss of me not to take a moment to mention the absolute arrogance with which 

our community has been treated in relation to this matter. Providing a site office seemed like a great idea, until 

we were advised it would be in Canberra.  The inference that we would be heard and that our opinions and 

voices would be sought has been naught but rhetoric and the contempt with which our community has been 

ignored and fobbed off is more than disappointing.  We are after all the residents who will live with the 

consequences of any imposition you make on us. In November 2009 our then General Manager of council spoke 

with Michael Deegan with regard to the fact council itself had not been contacted and to date little has changed. 

Perhaps with the exception of some trite rhetoric filled promises of further consultation. 

 

As a member of the local NSW Greens group in conjunction with the MLC’s in state Parliament, we have made a 

number of attempts to be included in the discussions regarding this venture, none of which has been 

acknowledged.  In State Parliament our MLC’s have been summarily dismissed and their concerns not even 

heard let alone addressed. 

 

My views here are but a summary of the enormous impact that will be fraught upon the people of south 

western Sydney most especially those of Liverpool, Wattlegrove, Moorebank, Casula. To say we are 

disappointed by our Government in this instance and of those addressed within this document is an 

understatement. Simple human decency is where we would have thought our concerns may be addressed 

however we have reached the stage where we feel our governments (both Labor and Liberal) are seeking to 

support big business as a priority over the people whose rates and taxes support them. 

 

We are saddened and at a loss to understand why our calls for help and consideration are being ignored. I trust 

that with the many submissions I am to believe will be received you understand the depth with which our 

community should be consulted, that our many concerns are not dismissed and that the outcome will be such 

that all will benefit, not merely big business enterprise. I believe that a suitable conclusion can be reached and 

that real meaningful consultation is a necessity not just a whim. 

 

I look forward to reading the independent assessment documents when they  come to hand, I believe my 

government is capable of fair and reasonable treatment to its citizenry and that by working together a better, 

more viable and fairer outcome can be reached. 

 

  
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Signe Westerberg 

 


